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Steeles L’Amoreaux Strength in 
Partnership (SSIP) Newsletter  
July to September 2015, Issue#3 

Message from the Coordinator 
I hope you all had a great summer and enjoying the fall weather.  This is third issue if the 

SSIP Newsletter.  The newsletter is published on a quarterly basis – March, June, September 

and December.   I apologise for the lateness of the September issue. The newsletter covers 

information about SSIP, news and updates, feature programs and services offered by SSIP 

members, feature community groups or features in the community, highlight community 

resources, upcoming events etc.  If you have any suggestions or ideas for the newsletter 

please, let me know.    Please remember to vote on October 19th 

In this Issue 

 About SSIP – The SSIP Sub-Committees 

 News and Updates 

 SSIP Member Profile – Operation Springboard 

 Community Feature – Resident Ping Gu elected to Regional Committee 

 Community Resources – Voter Information  

 Upcoming Events 
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About SSIP 

Steeles LAmoreaux Strength in Partnership (SSIP) 

SSIP Sub-Committees 

SSIP has four sub-committees that focus on the following: 

Food Security 

The Food Security Committee works to increase access to good food for low-income residents 

through partnerships on a range of strategies. Previous initiatives include a farm trip where 

participants were able to harvest fresh produce for free. This Committee meets bi-monthly. 

Health 

The Health Committee works to improve access to health services for marginalized residents and 

develop a more integrated health service delivery system in Steeles L’Amoreaux. Previous initiatives 

include a health fair where health care providers were present to provide information, referrals, and 

free on-site health screenings. This Committee meets bi-monthly. 

Resident Engagement 

The Resident Engagement Committee works to increase resident input in shaping the Steeles 

L’Amoreaux neighbourhood. By strengthening resident involvement, SSIP ensures the group is 

sustainable as a community-owned network. Previous initiatives include annual events titled 

“Community Speaks”, where residents gather for an evening to have a meal and discuss local 

matters, as well as solutions. This Committee meets monthly. 

Employment 

The Employment Committee works to increase employment opportunities and provide employment 

supports in Steeles L’Amoreaux, particularly for residents facing barriers to the labour market. 

Previous initiatives include a workshop titled “Women in Construction”, which provided 

information, personal anecdotes from speakers, and supports available to women who are 

interested in pursuing a career in the trades. This Committee meets bi-monthly.  
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News and Updates 

Farm Gleaning Trip 

On August 6
th

 over 40 residents from Steeles 

L’Amoreaux went on a farm Gleaning Trip to 

Whitamores Farm in Markham.  The trip was done in 

collaboration with the Malvern Community; a number 

of residents from Malvern also took part in the event.  

Residents were able to pick potatoes, peas and beans.  

The trip was well attended and all had a great time. 
 
 
 

 
Oral Health Workshop 

An Oral Health Workshop was held on August 25th at 
the Agincourt Library.  Participants leant about 
keeping their teeth and gums healthy, the different 
types of oral health diseases and where to find low 
cost dental care.  The workshop was facilitated by 
Toronto Public Health Dental Department. 

 

 

 

Community Speaks 

The Community Speak Event was held on Saturday 

September 19 at the L’Amoreaux Recreation 

Centre.  The theme for the event this year was 

Family Matters.  The event was attended by more 

than 80 residents, which included a number of 

families.  Residents discussed some of the 

challenges in their families with regards to mental 

health; communications and physical health and 

well being.  Gary Gomez, of 42 Division was the MC 

for the event.   A number of prizes were given away 
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and Councillor Jim Karygiannis Councillor for Ward 39 also stopped by to say a few words. 

 
Democracy Walk 

A Democracy Walk was held on October 7th.  The 
walk started at the Good Shepherd Community 
Church and continued along Warden Avenue to 
the St Paul L’Amoreaux Centre for the All 
Candidate Debate.   Along the way residents 
shared voter information and encouraged others 
that they passed along the way to vote on 
October 19th. 

 

 

Youth Service Providers Forum 

On October 6 The North Scarborough Integrated Local 

Labour Market Planning Committee hosted a Forum for 

service providers working with youth.  Topics covered at the 

Forum included education, employment, health and legal 

services.  It was opportunity for organizations working with 

youth to connect with others in the community doing similar 

work and to build awareness and knowledge about the 

programs and services available for youth in the community. 
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Programs and Services 

Offered by SSIP Members in the Community 

Springboard Employment Services 

Springboard Employment Services has a variety of municipal, provincial, 

and federal-funded employment programs for youth and adults. 

Springboard uses a holistic focus in assisting individuals with finding 

employment.  Clients come from all walks of life, including newcomers, 

students, on social assistance, in conflict with the law, to name a few.  Below 

are a list of Springboard’s programs. 

 Employment Services is for individuals that are out of school and out of work. 

Through this program, clients receive assistance with pre-employment workshops, job 

coaching, volunteer and paid placements. 

  Summer Jobs Service is for students in school that are between the ages of 15 and 30 

that are looking for summer employment. 

  Youth Job Connection is for individuals between the ages of 18-30. Clients receive 

two weeks of paid pre-employment and life skills programming and an 8 week paid 

placement. 

 Success in Motion is a six week employment essential program for individuals on 

social assistance that are above the age of 18.  Workshops in this program address life 

skills that can be barriers to finding work.   

  Moving On Up is a six week employment essential program designed for women 18 

and over that are on social assistance. Workshops address personal management skills 

that can hinder a work-life balance. 

  Violence Intervention Ambassadors provides youth with interactive life skills 

workshops designed to empower them and be proactive in dealing with anger, 

substance prevention, managing emotions, healthy relationships and other stressful 

situations.  As part of the program, youth conduct these workshops on their peers in 

the community. 

  Know Your Rights: a five week program that teaches youth ages 17 to 29 their legal 

rights and how to have positive interactions with the police using theatre and drama. 

 

 

http://www.springboardservices.ca/
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Community Feature 

Resident Ping Gu elected to sit on Regional Committee for New Horizons for Seniors 

Program 

Congratulations to Ping Gu, resident of Steeles L’Amoreaux, who was elected to sit on the 
Regional Committee for The New Horizons for 
Seniors Program (NHSP) for Ontario.  The NHSP 
program helps to ensure that seniors can benefit 
from and contribute to the quality of life in their 
communities. Each year, through a Call for Proposal, 
funding applications are received to support local 
and community-based initiatives that benefit seniors 
across Ontario.  
 

The Regional Committee represents a wide variety of communities and is made up of a cross-
section of seniors from Ontario. Members of the Regional Committee assist the department 
by reviewing the applications received and forwarding recommendations to the Minister of 
State for Seniors for approval. Committee members bring a unique perspective from their 
communities that will provide insight into the types of projects that would benefit seniors 
across Ontario; provide perspective that highlights the issues faced by seniors in their 
communities and present innovative and creative approaches to address community 
concerns impacting seniors.  The project is a program of Service Canada.  Ping will sit on the 
Committee for the next four years. 
 

Community Resources 

Voter Information 

The federal election campaign for 2015 is coming to an end. As we enter the last stretch of 

the race, here are some essential pieces of information:  

1. Federal Election Day: Mon October 19th, 2015. Polls are 
open from 9:30am to 9:30pm. Find your poll by clicking here. 
 

2. Think your vote doesn’t count? Think again. In 2011, some 
ridings were won by margins as low as 26 votes. Read more here. 
 

3. For more info about how and where to vote, click here. 
 

http://www.elections.ca/home.aspx
http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/toronto/toronto-closest-ridings-1.3233225
http://www.civicawarenessproject.com/federal-election-2015.html
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=images+of+seniors&view=detailv2&&id=9FFB9E0C22EE112CC4376CA8167A1D8409FA3990&selectedIndex=519&ccid=KsMCY9BK&simid=607999020030824104&thid=OIP.M2ac30263d04acafdc820127a223ec3d7o0
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=images+of+voting&view=detailv2&&id=E1CA6F2D12B3D69AEFD512DA118E75683E0894EC&selectedIndex=0&ccid=nDokJ7kE&simid=607988243958664596&thid=OIP.M9c3a2427b904ee3555d0fc4e211bf770H0
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Upcoming Events 

 

 

 SSIP Resident Engagement Committee Meeting, November 10th at the L’Amoreaux 

Recreation Centre, 2000 McNicoll Avenue at 10am 

 SSIP General Meeting, Thursday, November 26th at 1pm at Centre for Information and 

Community Services at 2330 Midland Avenue 

 Look out for information for the following workshops Diabetes Prevention,, Food 

Preservation Methods and Mental Health  

 

Get Involved in SSIP  

Get Involved in SSIP and help to strengthen and build a stronger Steeles L’Amoreaux 

Community 

Get Involved by: 

 Joining one of our four sub-committees – health, food security,, employment, resident 

engagement 

 Attend our bi-monthly meetings 

For more information on how to get involved contact the Coordinator, Yvette Bailey see 

contact information at the end of the newsletter 

 

 

 

http://www.google.ca/imgres?imgurl=http://wphna.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/05/upcoming-events-copy.png&imgrefurl=http://wphna.org/upcoming-events/&h=267&w=618&tbnid=Q5PFdY4pztDHHM:&zoom=1&docid=aee--bW7KXdK0M&ei=Xr8SVZf7I5OlyASN04HwAQ&tbm=isch&ved=0CAoQMygCMAI4ZA


July - September 2015 Page 8 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please send suggestions, comments, ideas, for this newsletter to 

Yvette Bailey, SSIP Coordinator, Agincourt Community Services 

4155 Sheppard Ave E, Suite 100, Toronto, Ontario; M1S 1T4 

Tel: 647-217-6020; Fax:  416-321-6922; 

E-mail: byvette@agincourtcommunityservices.com 

Website:  www.agincourtcommunityservices.com 

Follow ACSA SSIP at www.twitter.com/ACSASSIP;  

Follow ACSA on Twitter at www.twitter.com/ACSAtoronto 

Like ACSA on Facebook www.facebook.com/AgincourtCommunityServices 

mailto:fkaren@agincourtcommunityservices.com
http://www.twitter.com/ACSASSIP
http://www.twitter.com/ACSAtoronto
http://www.facebook.com/AgincourtCommunityServices
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